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i Story~

Lalita was only eight years old when she lost her parents and
came to live at Calcutta with her maternal uncle Gurucharan who was
the father of five daughters and had to mortgage his paternal homestead
to his wealthy neighbour Nabin Roy for the marriage of his elder dau-
ghters. Nabin’s wife Bhubaneshwar] took fancy on the girl and gradually
the sweet and charming Lalita proved herself indispensible to this family.
Young Shekhar took interest in coaching Lalita and in no time she
became unavoidable in his personal and house-hold affairs.

Years rolled on. Lalita attained the age of fourteen years.
She now finds everything sweet and beautiful including her Shekharda.
She had a friend named Charu. Girin, a bright and broad minded wealthy
young man who happens to be Charu’s maternal uncle came to live with
his sister. Lalita was introduced to Girin and very soon this amiable young
man became a family friend of Gurucharan. He used to call Lalita for
playing cards. Shekhar got scent of it and became restless. For the first
time he felt that Lalita had crept into his life unnoticed.

Every year Bhubaneswari used to go out along with Shekhar and
Lalita for climatic change. But this time it was revealed that she would
not be able to accompany them as some negotiations were in progress for
her marriage. Shekhar became uneasy and lost his mg q

On the previous evening of Shekhar’s de
his mother, Annakali, Gurucharan’s younges
to invite him for her doll's marriage. P
garland to Annakali.~ She gladly agreed T
ceremony she reauested Lalita to go to S 1%‘)
Lalita went to Shekhar and playfully putithe
behind when Annakali was piping a conchshg
doll. It was a peculiar coincidence. / ]

A matured young man Shekhpr
the garland from his neck and put it}
done your part and I am Completing
and motionless.

But it was not possible for Sh%-‘
Gurucharan in the meantime embracedBr:

Nabin Roy socially boycotted Guruch
Shekhar’s house became Strained on  the
incident of garland seriously and could no

Gurucharan with broken health
CGirin where he died after sometime.
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* * Shekhar returns from ou
After the death of Gurucharan, Girin
family. Disappointed Shekhar 1'ecn!lo(’mi t
nas perhaps hecome dry now in Lalita’s
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